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BEING A BYLAW OF THE TOWN OF BLACKFALDS TO GUIDE THE PLANNING & 
DEVELOPMENT OF LAND USE WITHIN THE MUNICIPALITY 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Bylaw of the Town of Blackfalds, in the Province of Alberta, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Municipal Government Act being Chapter m-26.1 of the Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000 and 
amendments thereto, for the purpose of adopting a revised Municipal Development Plan for the 
Town of Blackfalds. 
 
WHEREAS, a Council of a municipality with a population of 3500 or more must adopt a 
Municipal Development Plan, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Development Plan must address the components of future land use, 
development framework, intermunicipal development co-ordination, transportation, provision of 
municipal services and facilities, policies regarding sour gas facilities, and policies respecting 
municipal and school reserves, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Council deems it necessary and expedient to adopt the Municipal 
Development Plan in order to recognize the need for and benefits of long range planning, 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Municipal Council of the Town of Blackfalds, duly assembled, enacts 
as follows: 

 
1. That Schedule “A” attached hereto is herby adopted as the Town of Blackfalds 

Municipal Development Plan. 
 
2.  Bylaw No. 928/02 and amendments thereto being a Bylaw adopting a Municipal 

Development Plan for the Town of Blackfalds, is hereby rescinded 
 
This bylaw shall take full force and effect upon the date of its final reading. 
 

 
READ for a first time this 23rd day of June, 2009. 
 
 
(RES. 187/09)         ________________________ 

         MAYOR MELODIE STOL 
 
         _______________________ 
         C.A.O. CORINNE NEWMAN 

 
READ for the second time this _____day of _______, 2009. 
 
(RES. _____/09) 

              ________________________ 
         MAYOR MELODIE STOL 

         _______________________ 
         C.A.O. CORINNE NEWMAN 

READ for a third and final time and passed with unanimous consent of all Councillors 
present this______ day of__________, A.D., 2009. 
 
 
(RES._____/09) 

         ________________________ 
         MAYOR MELODIE STOL 

         _______________________ 
         C.A.O. CORINNE NEWMAN 
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1 PURPOSE 
Section 632 of the Municipal Government Act, requires all municipalities with a population of 
3,500 or more to prepare and adopt a Municipal Development Plan (MDP).  The Act states that 
an MDP must address future land use and development, the provision of municipal services and 
facilities, the provision of transportation systems, open space and the coordination of future 
growth, land use and infrastructure with an adjoining municipality.  The Act also indicates that 
an MDP may also address economic development, social, environmental and financial matters. 
Town Council recognizes the benefits of long range planning, and therefore have adopted this 
Municipal Development Plan. 
The purpose of Blackfalds’ Municipal Development Plan is: 

 To serve as a common guide for Council, subdivision and development 
authorities, municipal residents and businesses, and the development 
community, respecting Blackfalds’ land use and development and by 
doing so promote orderly growth which is appropriate, sustainable and 
efficient, thus enhancing opportunities for business and the quality of 
life of residents. 

Vision Theme: 
The Town of Blackfalds has adopted the following theme: 
 
 Blackfalds . . . .  A Nice Place to Grow. 

 
This reflects the community‟s quality of life through it‟s small town atmosphere and friendly 
nature, as well as its growth opportunities and the acceptability of appropriate growth. 
 
Vision Principles: 
The general theme is supported by eight Vision Principles: 

a. Blackfalds desires to retain its small town, family oriented atmosphere in which 
health, safety, viability and sustainability are cornerstones. 

b. Blackfalds desires to become the best place to live, focussing on excellence of 
service to families. 

c. Blackfalds desires to strengthen its economic base, welcoming new clean 
industries and a diversity of commercial enterprises. 

d. Blackfalds desires to grow in an orderly fashion, mindful of the environment, 
natural resources and major infrastructure surrounding the community. 

e. Blackfalds desires to enhance its visible image and quality of the built 
environment. 

f. Blackfalds desires to strengthen its residential character through an expanding 
variety of affordable housing and neighbourhoods. 

g. Blackfalds desires to retain fiscal prudence, providing a level of services and 
facilities within the financial means of the community. 

h. Blackfalds desires to cooperate with neighbouring municipalities, assisting all 
cooperating partners to thrive. 

2 LAND USE CONCEPT 
The Land Use Concept displayed in Map 2 indicates the Town of Blackfalds preferred long 
range growth and land use pattern.  In allocating general land use areas, it provides 
approximate boundaries for the variety of land uses to be accommodated in the Town.  Further 
definition of the pattern of land uses may be provided through Area Structure Plans, which can 
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provide more detailed land use directions for portions of the community.  As a primary means of 
implementing the MDP, the Land Use Bylaw will determine more specific boundaries for land 
uses through the designation of land use districts.  As well, the administration of the Land Use 
Bylaw will determine the mix of land uses within each of the general land use areas through 
decisions on permitted and discretionary uses within each of the land use districts. 
The Land Use Concept recognizes the existing pattern of land uses, roads and utilities within 
the Town at the time of the preparation of the MDP.  The Master Plan Growth and Infrastructure 
and the MDP Background Report document the growth and development history of the Town 
and provide the context and support for the Town‟s desire to grow and diversify.  Additionally 
existing features within the Town have been illustrated on Map 1 – Significant Features, which 
may pose constraints on potential development.  The land use concept considered alternate 
opportunities for urban expansion as affected by topography, the efficient extension of utilities, 
major transportation infrastructure and surrounding rural land uses and resources.  Because 
communities evolve, and economic and social forces change, there will be a need for a periodic 
review of Blackfalds Land Use Concept to ensure it remains contemporary in its reflection of 
evolving realities and municipal aspirations. 
The Land Use Concept is supported by the goals, objectives and policies presented in the 
succeeding sections of the Municipal Development Plan. 
 
3 SUSTAINABLE URBAN FORM 
A sustainable community is continually adjusting to meet the social and economic needs of its 
residents while preserving the environments ability to support it.   Growth and change may be 
ad hoc and undirected.  However, a lack of reasonable growth management within a community 
can lead to land use conflicts, inefficient utility servicing patterns, uncoordinated road networks 
and environmental degradation, all working against a positive environment for economic 
sustainability and the general liveability of the community.  A sustainable community uses its 
resources to meet current needs while ensuring that adequate resources are available for future 
generations focusing on balanced and sustainable development, land use compatibility, the 
retention of environmental quality and the effective and efficient provision of municipal services. 
 

Goal:  To manage the growth rate and direction in accordance with the Town’s ability 

to respond in a fiscally responsible manner while preserving the Town’s sense 

of community. 
Objectives: 

 To manage growth to ensure the Town becomes more financially, 
environmentally, and socially sustainable. 

 To achieve a greater balance between residential and non-residential 
assessment. 

 To facilitate orderly community growth and cost-effective urban expansion. 
 To ensure the availability of land in various stages of readiness for current and 

future development. 
 To provide land use directions for the community and its growth. 
 To cooperate with Lacombe County in the coordination of growth, land use 

change and resource conservation. 
 To encourage redevelopment of the downtown area. 
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Policies 

3.1 The Town will strive to increase the non-residential assessment base to 30% of total 
assessment. 

3.2 Orderly urban expansion is to be promoted through the phased, cost effective expansion 
of roads and utilities. 

3.3 Wherever possible, development is to be contiguous to existing built-up areas, unless 
otherwise provided for in an adopted area structure or intermunicipal development plan. 

3.4 To ensure the provision of land suitable for development, in both the short and long term, 
the Town will:  

a. Periodically update the Town‟s engineering study to provide overall direction for 
the provision of roads and utilities; 

b. Coordinate the private sector‟s placement and sizing of utilities and alignment of 
roads and their standards to ensure the availability of serviced land for 
development and that the infrastructure accommodates the logical expansion of 
development areas; and, 

c. Keep private landowners informed of long range growth patterns and land 
development needs. 

3.5 Regarding the provision of roads and utilities, the Town: 
a. Will rely primarily on the private sector to fulfill land development needs; 
b. May undertake infrastructure and facility projects which facilitate or enhance 

development and quality of life; 
c. Shall require a developer to enter into a development agreement or contract for 

the provision of services related to a proposed subdivision or development; and, 
d. May require the oversizing of services by a developer in order to accommodate 

additional future development in the area. 

3.6 All costs of development on private land and all applicable off-site development costs 
associated with the development of the land will be the responsibility of the developer, 
who at the Town‟s discretion may be required to enter into a development agreement with 
the Town. 

3.7 The Town will seek effective consultation mechanisms with Lacombe County to: 
a. Ensure the availability of land to accommodate Blackfalds‟ long range growth; 

and, 
b. Coordinate mutually beneficial land use change, economic development and 

resource conservation in the fringe area of Blackfalds. 

3.8 Wherever possible, the non-intensive agricultural use of land will be encouraged until the 
land is needed for urban development purposes. 

3.9 The Town shall have regard for the preservation of agricultural land and the protection of 
the right to farm when considering applications for subdivision and development adjacent 
to agricultural operations. 
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12.6 The Town should guide and work with citizens, community groups and the private sector 
on matters of planning importance to the municipality, and in these undertakings the Town 
will pursue the policies of this Plan wherever possible. 

12.7 When a hearing or other action by a government agency or board may affect the goals 
and policies of this Plan or the intentions these goals and policies propose to achieve, the 
Town may intervene in the hearing or other action to clearly make known the goals and 
policies of the Plan and may undertake to coordinate development of a municipal 
consensus. 

12.8 As a part of the process of community growth and change, the Town will endeavour to 
facilitate public input on matters of general or specific interest. 

12.9 Complementary to the above provisions, the Plan is to be implemented through: 
a. Land use and development control through administration of the Land Use 

Bylaw; 
b. Development agreements; 
c. Subdivision application decisions; 
d. Coordination with other Town plans; 
e. Community development initiatives; and, 
f. Partnerships and cooperative mechanisms with other municipalities and 

agencies. 

13 REVIEW AND AMENDMENT 
Goal:  To monitor the effectiveness of the Plan by undertaking timely reviews, 

amending the plan as necessary. 
Objectives: 

 To monitor the effectiveness of the Plan. 
 To undertake periodic reviews of the Plan. 
 To amend the Plan when deemed desirable or necessary. 

Policies 

13.1 The Town will monitor the Plan‟s policies and their implementation to ensure they remain 
current and relevant. 

13.2 The Town will conduct a partial review of the Plan at least every three years, but will 
undertake a thorough review at least every six years, and during this review will 
consolidate all amendments. 

13.3 An amendment of the Plan may be initiated by Council or the general public. 

13.4 When an amendment is initiated by the general public, prior to the commencement of the 
bylaw amendment process, the Town may require the initiators of the amendment to 
provide a report and other background information to support the amendment. 

13.5 When considering a proposed amendment to the Plan, the Town will refer the amendment 
to any adjoining municipality, school authority, provincial agency and any other person or 
agency the Town feels the amendment affects. 
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