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GENERAL 
 
1.1 Title and Purpose 
 
 This By-law is entitled the Town of Blackfalds Land Use Bylaw.  The purpose of this Bylaw 

is to, amongst other things, 
 

a) divide the municipality into Districts;  
b) prescribe and regulate the use for each District;  
c) establish the office of the Development Officer; 
d) establish a method of making decisions on applications for development permits 

including the issuing of development permits;  
e) provide the manner in which notice of the issuance of a development permit is to 

be given;  
f) implement the statutory plans and studies of the Town of Blackfalds.  

 
1.2 Scope 
 
 No development shall be carried out within the Town except in accordance with this By-law. 

 
1.3 Rules of Interpretation 
 

1. Words used in the present tense include the other tenses and derivative forms.  Words 
used in the singular tense include the plural and vice versa.  Words have the same 
meaning whether they are capitalized or not. 

 
2. The words shall and must require mandatory compliance except where a variance has 

been granted pursuant to the Act or this By-law. 
 
3. Words, phrases and terms not defined in this part may be given their definition in the Act 

or the Alberta Building Code.  Other words shall be given their usual and customary 
meaning. 

 
4. Where a regulation involves two or more conditions or provisions connected by the 

conjunction and, and means all the connected items shall apply in combination; or 
indicates that the connected items may apply singly or in combination; and either-or 
indicates the items shall apply singly but not in combination. 

 
1.4 Definitions 
 
 In this Land Use By-law, 

 
Accessory Building and Accessory Use 
means a building or use which: 
 

a) is naturally and normally incidental, 
subordinate and exclusively devoted to a 
principle building or principle use 

b) is subordinate in area, extent or purpose 
to the principle building or principle use 

served; 
c) contributes to the comfort, convenience, 

safety or necessity of occupants of the 
principle building or principle use; and 

 
is located on the same site as the principle 
building or use.  This includes buildings within 
a condominium development or apartment 



building that are intended for use by all 
occupants of the principle building and are 
ancillary to the principle use, for example 
recreation room, convenience store, 
Laundromat, washroom and similar uses; 
 
Accessory Suite means a self-contained 
dwelling unit having cooking, food preparation, 
sleeping and bathing facilities which are 
separate from the principle dwelling, and 
includes the conversion of basement space to 
a dwelling, or the addition of new floor space 
within a single detached dwelling.  An 
accessory suite must have a separate 
entrance from the principle dwelling, either 
from a common indoor landing or directly from 
the exterior of the building. 
 
Accommodation Unit means one or more 
rooms that provide sleeping accommodation 
and bathroom facilities for not more than two 
persons, but is not equipped with self-
contained cooking facilities; 
  

i)

Adjacent Land means lands that are next to 
the parcel of land that is subject to a 
development permit or subdivision application 
and includes lands that would be next to the 
subject parcel if not for a river, stream, railway, 
road, utility right-of-way, or reserve  

 
 Adult Entertainment means a live or 

recorded performance for an audience that 
shows or displays nudity or partial nudity 
involving exposure of human breasts, the 
genitals and/or the buttocks in a sexually 
explicit or suggestive manner and includes 
strip bars or shows, exotic dancing, topless or 
bottomless waiters or waitresses and nude 
mud wrestling but does not include an adult
mini theatre or lap dancing; 

  

 
Adult Mini-Theatre means any premises or 
part thereof wherein live performances, motion
pictures, video tapes, video disks, slides, 
electronic or photographic reproductions, the 
main feature of which is the nudity or partial 
nudity of any person, are performed or shown 
as a principle use or an accessory or similar 
use to some other business activity which is 
conducted on the premises, and wherein each 
separate viewing area has a capacity of less
than 20 seats; 

  

  

 
Agricultural Land means land that contains 
an agricultural operation, as defined by the 
Agricultural Operation Protection Act. 

 
 Agricultural Operation means an agricultural 

activity conducted on agricultural land for gain 
or reward or in the hope or expectation of gain 
or reward, and includes: 

 
a) the cultivation of land, 
b) the raising of livestock, including game-

production animals within the meaning 
of the Livestock Industry Diversification 
Act and poultry, 

c) the raising of fur-bearing animals, 
pheasants or fish, 

d) the production of agricultural field crops, 
e) the production of fruit, vegetables, sod, 

trees, shrubs and other specialty 
horticultural crops, 

f) the production of eggs and milk, 
g) the production of honey, 
h) the operation of agricultural machinery 

and equipment, including irrigation 
pumps, and 

 the operation of fertilizers, manure, 
insecticides, pesticides, fungicides and 
herbicides, including application by 
ground and aerial spraying for 
agricultural purposes; 

 
Apartment means a residential building 
consisting of at least 3 dwelling units, but shall 
not include buildings containing units with 
separate exterior entrance way(s);  
 
Appeal Board means the Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board established by 
Town By-law; 

 
Area Redevelopment Plan means a plan 
adopted by Council as an area redevelopment 
plan pursuant to the Municipal Government 
Act;

Area Structure Plan means a plan adopted 
by Council as an area structure plan pursuant 
to the Municipal Government Act; 

Arterial Road means a roadway so 
designated in the Municipal Development 
Plan; 

Auction Facilities means land and buildings 
that are used for the public sale of property or 
goods to the highest bidder; 

Auto Wrecking Yard means land and 
buildings that are used for the storage and 
dismantling of old or wrecked cars or trucks for 
the purpose of recycling their components;  

 
Auto Body and/or Paint Shop means 
development for the repair and/or painting of 
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motor vehicle bodies and frames, and for 
damaged motor vehicle appraisal services;  

 
Automotive Sales and Service means a 
facility providing for the sale, rental, lease, 
service, or repair of automobiles or trucks; 

 
Awning Sign means a sign inscribed on or 
affixed flat upon the covering material of an 
awning; 

 
Bake Shop means a shop where products of
a bakery are sold for retail sale, including 
incidental baking of products for retail sale on 
the premises only; 

  

 
Basement means a habitable portion of a 
building which is partly underground, but 
which has more than 50 percent of the 
distance, between the floor level and the 
underside of the ceiling joists, above adjacent 
ground elevation; 

 
Basement Suite refer to “accessory suite”; 
 
Bareland Condominium a condominium in 
which the units are defined in relation to the
land rather than in relation to a structure.  A 
bareland condominium shares all the other 
features of a conventional condominium 
except for the definition of the boundaries.” 

  

 
Bed and Breakfast Establishment means a 
residence, or portion thereof not being more 
than two (2) rooms, that is used for the 
travelling public to reside in for a period of not
more than fourteen (14) days, and in which a 
breakfast or a single meal is served; 

  

 
Billboard means a sign to which advertising 
copy is pasted, glued, painted or otherwise 
fastened to permit its periodic replacement
and includes poster panels and painted 
bulletins; 

  

 
Boarding and Rooming House means a 
dwelling in which the proprietor lives on site
and supplies for a fee, sleeping 
accommodation with board for more than two 
persons, but does not include a bed and 
breakfast operation; 

  

 
Bon-a-fide Tourist means a person on
vacation away from his/her ordinary place of 
residence and not from the Town 

   

 
Boundary means the registered property line
of a site; 

   

 

Building means any structure used or 
intended for supporting or sheltering any use 
or occupancy; 

 
Building Demolition means the pulling down, 
tearing down or razing of a building;   

 
Building Height means the distance between 
the average finished, landscaped elevation 
grade of the building and the highest point of 
the building; 

Building Supply and Lumber Outlet means 
a building or structure in which building or 
construction and home improvement materials 
are offered or kept for retail sale and may 
include the fabrication of certain materials 
related to home improvement; 
 
Bulk Fuelling Station development for 
handling petroleum products in bulk 
quantities, and includes dispensing 
equipment and supplementary tanker vehicle 
storage.  Key-lock pumps and retail fuel 
sales may be incorporated as accessory 
uses. 

Bus Depot means a facility providing for the 
departure and arrival of passengers and 
freight carried by bus;  

 
Campground means a parcel developed and 
maintained for the temporary accommodation 
of travellers, tourists and vacationers in 
trailers, tents or recreation vehicles; 

Car Wash means a building or structure 
containing facilities for a self-service car wash 
or washing motor vehicles by production line 
methods which may include a conveyor 
system or similar mechanical devices; 

Cartage and Freight Terminal means a 
facility accommodating the storage and 
distribution of freight shipped by air, rail or 
highway transportation;  

Cellar means a portion of a structure which is 
mainly underground, and which has less than 
50 per cent of the distance, between the floor 
level and the underside of the ceiling joists, 
above adjacent ground elevation;  

Cemetery means development of a parcel of 
land primarily as landscaped open space for 
the entombment of deceased persons;  

Collector Road means a roadway so 
designated in the Municipal Development 

Page 10 of 10 
 



 

Page 36 of 36 
 



Page 37 of 37 
 



 
 
 

TOWN OF BLACKFALDS 
 
 

LAND USE BYLAW # 1081/09 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHEDULE B 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 
 
 

Page 38 of 38 
 



BUILDINGS  
 
3.1 Accessory Buildings 
 

1. Residential Districts  
 

a) Any accessory building that exceeds 10m2 (108 sq ft) shall require a 
development permit; 

b) There shall be no more than two accessory buildings per residential lot which 
includes sheds and detached garages. 

c) No accessory building or any portion thereof shall be erected or placed within 
the front yard of a parcel.  

d) An accessory building on an interior parcel shall be situated so that the exterior 
wall is at least 1 m (3.28 ft.) from the side and rear boundaries of the parcel, 
except buildings having vehicle access, which are regulated by Section 5(3) of 
Schedule B. 

e) An accessory building on a corner parcel shall not be situated closer to the 
street than the main building.  It shall not be closer than 1 m (3.28 ft.) to the 
other side parcel boundary or the rear parcel boundary, and where sight 
triangles are required at the intersection of roadways, it shall comply with 
Section 5(4) of Schedule B.  

f) An accessory building shall not be more than 4.5 m (14.76 ft.) in height, and 
shall not exceed the height of the main building.  

g) An accessory building or any portion thereof may be erected or placed on the 
rear or side boundary common to two parcels provided the accessory building 
serves the two abutting parcels.  

h) An accessory building erected or placed on a parcel shall not be used as            
 a dwelling, in a single family residential district,  

i) An accessory building to which a vehicle may enter shall conform to Section 5(3) 
of this Schedule. 

j) Notwithstanding the provisions in Schedule C, the size of an accessory building 
may not exceed the size of the main building. 

 
2. Other Districts 

 
a) accessory building or any portion thereof shall be erected or placed within the 

front yard of a parcel.  
 
3.2 Building Orientations and Design  

 
1. The design, character and appearance of any building, or series of buildings, structure 

or sign proposed to be erected or located in any District must be acceptable to the 
Development Authority having due regard to:  

 
a) amenities such as daylight, sunlight and privacy 
b) the character of existing development in the District, and 
c) it’s affect on adjacent parcels.  

 
2. The Development Authority may establish architectural controls in order to guide the 

development and appearance of any building, including but not restricted to:  shape, 
scale and mass; appearance including colour and the type of façade materials; roof 
lines and projections, signs; and lighting. 

 
3. The Development Authority may approve an application for a development permit for an 

accessory building that is faced or finished with flexible sheeting capable of being rolled 

Page 39 of 39 
 



or folded only if 
 
a) the building is located in the Industrial Light District (I-1), Industrial Heavy District 

(I-2) or, subject to subsection (d) the Commercial Highway District (C-2), and  
b) the building is an accessory building on the parcel and is not erected or placed 

within the front yard of a parcel, unless otherwise approved by the Development 
Authority. 

 
4. In the Commercial Highway District (C-2), a building that is faced or finished with flexible 

sheeting capable of being rolled or folded may be erected or placed on a parcel and 
must be removed after a maximum period of thirty (30) consecutive days from the date 
of its erection or placement except in the instance of a garden centre with will be 
allowed for a maximum of one hundred and twenty (120) consecutive days from the 
date of its erection or placement.  

 
3.3 Number of Buildings on a Parcel  
 

1. A development permit shall not be issued for more than one main building on an 
unsubdivided parcel, except where it is proposed to develop more than one main 
building to form a single, unified group of buildings.  

 
3.4 Relocation of Buildings 
 

1. No person shall: 
 

a) place on a parcel a building which has previously been erected or placed on a 
different parcel, unless a development permit has been issued by the 
Development Authority; 

b) alter the location on a building on a parcel which has been constructed on that 
parcel unless a development permit has been issued by the Development 
Authority; 

 
2. In addition to the requirements of Section 2.4(1) of PART TWO, the Development 

Authority may require an application for a development permit to be accompanied with  
 
a) recent colour photographs showing all sides of the building;  
b) a statement on the age, size and condition of the building;  
c) a statement prepared and signed by a qualified person on the structural 

condition of a building; and 
d) a statement of proposed improvements to the building.  

 
 

2. Where a development permit has been granted for the relocation of a building either on 
the same parcel or from another parcel, the Development Authority may require the 
applicant to provide a performance bond of such amount to ensure completion of any 
renovations set out as a condition of approval of a permit.  

 
3. All structural and exterior renovations shall be completed within one year of the 

issuance of a development permit. 
 
3.5 Building Demolition 
 
 An application to demolish a building shall not be approved without submitting a statement 

or plan to the satisfaction of the Development Authority, indicating:  
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